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New Course Request Indiana University IUSB Campus
Check Appropriate Boxes: Undergraduate credit [§ Graduate credit [] Professional credit []

1. School/Division CLAS /CRIMINAL JUSTICE 2. Academic Subject Code XIET CJUS

3. Course Number _ P290  (must be cleared with University Enrollment Services) 4. Instructor __Xu

5. Gourse Title The Nature of TInquiry

Recommended Abbreviation (Optional)
{Limited to 32 Characters inclucding spaces)
6. First time this course is 1o be offered (Semester/Year): F 08
Credit Hours: Fixed at _ 3 or Variable from to

8. Is this course to be graded 5-F (only)pYes _ No X

9. Is variable title approval being requested? Yes __ No _X

10. Course description (not to exceed 50 words) for Bulletin publication:

Poelielie. In i esea
research design, basie research methods, and presentation of research findings.

11. Lecture Contact Hours: Fixed at -] 3 or Variable from o

12. Non-Lecture Contact Hours: Fixed at or Yariable from Lo

13. Estimated enrollment: __40 of which __ 0 percent are expected to be graduate students.

14. Frequency of scheduling: F, SP Will this course be required for majors? Yes

15. Justification for new course: Elimination of SPEA

16. Are the necessary reading materials currently available in the appropriate library?

18.

14,

Submirtted by:

Department Chalrman/ Division Director

. Please append a complete outline of the proposed course, and indicate instructor (if known), textbooks, and other

materials.

If this course overlaps with existing courses, ph:zl.s‘r: explain with which courses it i.]f‘l.’L‘!'li{IJH and whether this overlap is
necessary, desirable, or unimportant.

A copy of every new course proposal must be submitted to departments, schools, or divisions in which there may be
overlap of the new course with existing courses or areas of strong concern, with instructions that they send comments
directly to the originating Curriculum Committee. Please append a list of departments, schools, or divisions thus

consulted.
Date l’! Ig by

Date

Dean of Graduate School (when required) Chancellor/Vice-President

Date

University Enrollment Services

After School/Division approval, forward the last copy (without atachmenis) to University Enrollment Services for initial processing, and the remaining
fonr copies and attachments to the Campus Chancellor or Vice-President.

L'PS 724 University Enrollment Services Final—White; Chancellor/ Vice-President—Blue; School /Division—Yellow;

Department, Division—Fink; University Enrollment Services Advance—White



P290: The Nature of Inquiry
Fall 2008

Instructor: Dr. Qiang Xu
Office: Weikamp 2221
Office Phone: 574-520-4592
Office Hours: Tuesday through Thursday 9:00-11:00am
or by appointment

E-mail: giaxu@iusb.edu
Course Description

This course examines basic concepts of research in criminal justice. It introduces
research techniques necessary for systematic analysis of the criminal justice system,
offender behavior, crime trends and program effectiveness.

Course Objectives

1. Develop an understanding of the meaning of research terminology commonly
used in reports and professional articles

2. Demonstrate knowledge of the scientific method of both qualitative and
quantitative research as well as specific research designs

3. Gain awareness of the ethic issues in criminal justice research.

4, Be familiar with existing sources of criminal justice data and how to evaluate and
use the data in research.

5. Be familiar with the process of empirical research and develop the ability to
critically evaluate the existing research.

Required Textbooks:
Maxfield, M. and E. Babbie .2005. Research Methods for Criminal Justice and
Criminology (4™ Ed.). Wadsworth. ISBN 0-534-61560-0.

IUSB Email Account Requirements: [USB issued email address is an official means of
communication between students and faculty. You will also need this email account to
access the Oncourse website where you can access the course learning material and your
grade progress.

Your course grade will be determined by performance on two exams (60%), class
involvement (10%), including participation in class discussions and practices, and three
research projects (30%). Exams will include multiple choice or essay questions. The
content will be based on lecture materials, reading assignments, and class discussions.

Research Project:






