South Bend

New Course Request Indiana University Campus
Check Appropriate Boxes: Undergraduate credit f] Graduate credit [] Professional credit []

1. School/Division Liberal Arts & Sciences 2. Academic Subject Code _CMLT

5. Course Number €297 {must be cleared with University Enrollment Services) 4. Instructor Elaine Roth

A, Course Title Film Genres

Recommended Abbreviation {{}ptimml}

(Limited to 32 Characters including spaces)

6. First time this course is to be offered (Semester/Year): Fall 2008

7. Credit Hours: Fixed at 3 or Variable from to
8. Is this course to be graded S-F (only)r Yes _ No X

9. Isvariable title approval being requested? Yes ___ No _ X

10, Course description {(not to exceed 50 words) for Bulletin publication: fhis—conrse-studies—the-natures
particotarty-the-potiticat-natores-of-genre—fiimas—with-a-foevo-eon-gender-and-genra,—

az~welt-as-genre-ctyriest

This course investigates the nature, particularly the political nature, of genre films.

Topics covered may include genre cycles, and gender and genre. Genres covered may

include melodrama, comedy, action, science fiction, the western, and the thriller,

as well as others.

11. Lecture Contact Hours: Fixed at 3 or Variable from to
12, Non-Lecture Contact Hours: Fixed at or Variable from to
13, Estimated enrollment: _ 30 of which _0 percent are expected to be graduate students.

i} - every ) . g i L
14. Frequency of scheduling: _fay years Will this course be required for majors? __no

15. Justification for new course: We need more 200-level film studies

16. Are the necessary reading materials currently available in the appropriate library? yes

17. Please append a complete outline of the proposed course, and indicate instructor (if known), textbooks, and other
materials.

I8, If' this course overlaps with existing courses, please explain with which courses it overlaps and whether this overlap is
necessary, desirable, or unimportant.

19. A copy of every new course proposal must be submitted 1o d:.'p;u'ttm:ntm schools, or divisions in which there may be
overlap of the new course with existing courses or areas of strong concern, with instructions that they send comments
directly to the originating Curriculum Committee. Please append a list of departments, schools, or divisions thus
consulted.
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Date
Dean of Graduate School {(when required) Chancellor/ Vice-Presidemt

Date

University Enrollment Services
After School/Division approval, forward the last copy (without attachments) to University Enrollment Services for initial processing, and the remaining
four copies and atachments o the Campus Chancellor or Vice-President.
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Department, Division—Pink; University Enrollment Services Advance—White



CMLT C297 Film Genres

Tues. / Thurs. Professor Elaine Roth

DW 2260 Office: DW 3133

Fall 2008 Office Phone: 520-4224

Email: elaroth@iusb.edu Office Hours: Mon. 2:30-4:30
Tues. 3-5

Course Description

This class investigates the nature, particularly the political nature, of genre films. We
will consider gender and genre, as well as genre cycles. While we will focus on
melodrama, comedy, action and the thriller, students will pursue other genres in their
final projects.

Required Texts

Books (available at the bookstore)

Film Genre Reader 111, 3™ edition, ed. Barry Keith Grant, 2003

Hollvwood Genres: Formulas, Filmmaking, and the Studio System, Thomas Schatz, 1981
A Short Guide to Writing about Film, 5™ edition, Timothy Corrigan, 2004

Films (The films are crucial texts for this class. Attendance at the film screenings is
mandatory even if you have seen the film before.)

Mildred Pierce (dir. Curtiz, 1945, 109 min.)

Erin Brockovich (dir. Soderbergh, 2000, 131 min.)

Bringing Up Baby (dir. Hawks, 1938, 102 min.)

Party Girl (dir. von Scherler Mayer, 1995, 98 min.)

The Black Pirate (dir. Parker, 1926, 76 min.)

Long Kiss Goodnight (dir. Harlin, 1996, 120 min.)

Maltese Falcon (dir. Huston, 1941, 100 min.)

The Departed (dir. Scorsese, 2006, 151 min.)

Course Requirements
* Class participation: Come to class prepared to discuss the readings. Your active
participation is crucial to your final grade.

* Each student will give two class presentation. The first should be brief (5-10 minutes)
yet informative and should perform four functions: 1) select a passage for close analysis
from one of the articles read for class 2) offer an interpretation or reading of that passage
3) connect the article to a film 4) raise 2-3 questions that will open up the passage and the
article for class discussion. There will be a sign-up sheet distributed during the first week
of class.

The second presentation will be during the last two weeks of class. Students will present
the genre they have chosen to investigate for their final projects, explaining the goals of
the genre and suggesting a specific illustrative text.






