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Proposal for Pols B399
Sample Syllabus:

Variable Title: Terror, War, and Reconciliation
Instructor; Linda Chen
First offered: Spring 2008

(¥ ription

State-sponsored terrorism and war are an enduring part of politics in the world today. In
the latter part of the 20™ and the beginning of the 21 century, a number of societies have
attempted to emerge from periods of terror and war. This course will analyze how
societies reconcile the history and collective memories of state-sponsored violence.
Along with analyzing the nature of state violence in specific cases, the course will review
efforts to hold states accountable for their policies of brutality. Among the countries to
be studied include Argentina, the German Democratic Republic, South Africa, and
Cambodia. We will examine the different routes countries have taken to seek truth,
reconciliation, and accountability. This will include institutional responses such as South
Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission, to legal responses such as the prosecution
of the military in Argentina, to social and cultural responses such as the impact of the
opening of Stasi files on East Germans, to international responses such as the United
Nations’ attempted mediated effort in Cambodia to account for the terror of the Pol Pot
regime. Readings will include first hand accounts by state terror victims, accounts by
those who meted out the terror and violence, and by outside observers. A central
question of the course will be debates concerning the ethics of seeking accountability for
past violence.

Possible Texts for the Course

Guerrillas and Generals: The Dirty War in Argentina by Paul Lewis

A Lexicon of Terror: Argentina and the Legacies of Torture by Marguerite Feitlowitz
Postmemories of Terror by Susana Kaiser

Stasi: The Untold Story of the East German Secret Police by John Koehler

Narratives of Guilt and Compliance in Unified Germany: Stasi Informers and their
Impact on Society by Barbara Miller

Truth and Lies: Stories From the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in South Africa
by Jillian Edelstein

Bearing Witness: Women and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in South Africa
by Fiona Ross

A Human Being Died That Night: A South African Woman Confronts the Legacy of
Apartheid by Pula Gobodo-Madikizela

Cambodia Now: Life in the Wake of War by Karen Coates

Facing Death in Cambodia by Peter Maguire

Children of Cambodia’s Killing Fields: Memoirs by Survivors, edited by Dith Pran and
Kim DePaul






