
Survey Administration 
 

BCSSE is available in either paper- or Web-based 

formats. Institutions may administer BCSSE as part of 

new student orientation programs in the summer or 

during the first two weeks of the fall term, depending on 

academic calendar and assessment needs. 

 

BCSSE is locally administered by the institution. 

BCSSE staff consult with each institution to ensure 

effective administration. 

BCSSE respondents are included in the institution 

NSSE sample the following spring. 

 

  

 

Beginning College Survey of Student Engagement  

 

What is BCSSE? 
 

The Beginning College Survey of Student Engage-

ment (BCSSE) collects data from students starting 

college about their high school academic and co-

curricular experiences, as well as their expectations 

for participating in educationally purposeful activities 

during the first college year. BCSSE administration 

usually takes place prior to start of fall classes and is 

designed to be paired with a NSSE administration at 

the end of the first college year, providing an in-depth 

understanding of first-year student engagement on your 

campus. 

 

BCSSE reports include data on many important student 

characteristics, including: 

 

High school academic and co-curricular engagement. 

High school academic preparation (e.g., AP courses). 

Expectations to engage in academically meaningful 

activities during first year of college. 

Academic aspirations, preparation, and persistence. 

Expected grades and intention to graduate. 

Financial aid, first-generation status, and other im-

portant characteristics. 

 www. bcsse.iub.edu 

Why Participate in BCSSE? 
 

BCSSE data can aid the design of pre-college 

orientation programs, student service initiatives, and 

other programmatic efforts aimed at improving student 

learning and success during the first college year. 

Results also can be used to shape initiatives that align 

the first-year experience of students with effective 

educational practices.  

 

Used in combination with NSSE or FSSE results, BCSSE 

data can help institutions assess the impact of student 

programs and services on the entire undergraduate 

experience and to learn more about their students. 

 

Schools can use their BCSSE results in many ways, 

including: 

First-year program 

evaluation 

Recruitment 

Assessment and 

improvement 

Academic advising 

Retention 

Curricular reform 

Faculty and staff 

development 

Accreditation and self-

studies 

Reports and Resources 
 

Within six weeks after surveys have been returned to 

BCSSE, schools will receive:  
 

An electronic report containing summary results  

A template so institutions can easily create 

customized advising reports for each student.  

A copy of the BCSSE data file so institutions can 

conduct their own specialized analysis as needed. 

A codebook that describes the information in the 

data file. 
 

In addition, BCSSE schools that register for the 

following spring NSSE administration will receive a 

combined BCSSE/NSSE report. 
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Phone: 866-435-6773 | Fax: 812-856-5150  E-mail: bcsse@indiana.edu  

 Copies of the survey and additional information are available at: www.bcsse.iub.edu 

 

The Beginning College Survey of 
Student Engagement collects data 
regarding student expectation to 
engage in educational practices 
associated with high levels of 
learning. 

“BCSSE and NSSE results helped us to define the kinds 

of experiences we, as a community, wanted our first-year 

students to have.”  
Marianne Kennedy 

Southern CT State Univ 


