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   LETTER  FROM THE DIR ECTOR 

      SCOTT  SERNAU 

 Change is in the air with International Programs at IU South Bend as we 

build on the 12-year legacy of Gabrielle Robinson and respond to new 

challenges from a new IU president eager to internationalize the curricu-

lum and the state, and new opportunities around the world.  This news-

letter -- now fully electronic with links to photos and information on uni-

versity and faculty websites -- is probably evidence of both the changes 

in the world and at IU.  Yes, I too miss the lovely printed booklets that 

Gabrielle and her staff used to put in the mail, but I hope you will pause 

long enough to check out the new format with blogs and essays from 

students and faculty from several continents and follow the hot links to 

the American Democracy Project, the Social Action Project and others, 

all assembled by my tech-savvy student assistant, Navpreet Lubana, in 

this new economically and environmentally friendly format.  It is, after 

all, an exciting new world out there.  

The academic year of 06-07 was one of transitions and new opportunities 

for the Office of International Programs.  Gabrielle Robinson retired and 

funding was reallocated to meet the growing demands of maintaining a 

strong international student program.  After 16 years at IU South Bend, 

all of them involved with international programs, including developing the Costa Rica Program, leading the Mexico trip 

five times, working on developing the international studies and several of the area studies minors, and recently back 

from a sabbatical in which I taught while sailing around the world with 700 students as part of Semester at Sea, I have 

lightened my load in Sociology and Anthropology to take on directing International Programs.   

International programming at IU South Bend continues to expand.  An East Asian minor is being developed to add to the 

new European Studies Minor and the long-standing Latin American Studies program.  In February, UCET and Interna-

tional Programs had the first annual Global Celebration, featuring overseas study opportunities and new global projects.  

This kicked off a series of collaborations that will continue, including teaching workshops and a faculty learning com-

munity on ñActive Learning with a Global Perspective.ò  The International Food Fest had record attendance and broad 

co-sponsorship across the campus.  Exchange partnerships also continue to expand.  The exchange with the Universite 

du Sud Toulon Var brought one faculty person and two students to South Bend and sent two faculty members and one 

student to Toulon, France with the help of an exchange affiliations grant.  The new exchange program with Northern 

Galilee University received a huge boost with an exchange affiliations grant and a Fulbright Visiting Scholar award to 

bring an Israeli scholar, Nimrod Luz, to South Bend for the year.  This is now our fifth Fulbright visiting scholar. 

IU South Bend also had its largest year ever in numbers of students studying abroad.   The combination a large group (18 

students) for our long-standing summer Mexico Program, together with two strong new programs going for the second 

time --  Costa Rica (17 students) and European Union (16 students) -- and a brand new program from the Arts on street 

photography in Florence (11 students), gave us our largest groups of faculty-led trips.  To this was added one student in 

Toulon, two students studying with a new faculty member on an archeology program in the Dominican Republic, two 

students studying independently in Germany under the guidance of a faculty member, and one student returning to Costa 

Rica for a semester under the guidance of our Spanish faculty.  This gives a total of 68 students studying overseas in 06-

07, up from only 23 in the previous year.   This three-fold growth with new departments represented puts us on the way 

to offering international opportunities to a much wider range of our students.   

For the first time, we have been able to offer students a David Starr Jordan Scholarship, named for the first IU president 

and the person who co-led what may be the first documented faculty-led overseas study program for students, a social 

science and biology ñtrampò across Europe in the 1870s.  We gave seven of these $500 scholarships to students studying 

(I am reluctant to refer to our academically-demanding programs as ñtrampsò) the institutions of the European Union and 

in Mexico and Italy.  This adds significantly to the Peyser overseas study scholarships that we have offered for years.  

And now development is underway for a new overseas study scholarship, the Gabrielle Robinson Scholarship.  Helping 

our students from diverse backgrounds to be able to afford overseas study remains a campus priority. 


